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POLITICS OF FRANCE. 


Sin,—If you think the fragments herewith 
inclosed worth the ‘notice of the Public, 
you will much oblige one of your readers to 
insert them, or any part of them, in your 
Register. They are transcribed from the 
journal of a gentleman now travelling in 
France, The work itself is under the press, 
but not yet ready. Yours, &c. Swenska.* 


France has the forests of Germany for 
the use of her dock-yards; with Holland, 
she acquires an extent of coast and a chain 
of sea-ports, which may enable her to raise 
a numerous navy in a few years. 
| It has been said, that the Consulate in- 
p tends to raise an enormoys navy, and todis- 
tribute it as follows: in the Mediterranean, 
France shall maintain 30 
Spain - - - - - - - -20( 6¢ sailofthe line 
The Italian states, in- of battle ships. 

cluding Naples - - 15 

From Cadiz to the Texel, 
France shallmaintain 100) 160 sail of the 
pain = == = - -- 40> line of battle 
Blolland - - ..<.86 ships. 

Should the French compose a navy in this 
manner, and oblige their allies to faa up 
95 sail of the line for the service of the re- 
public, the Dutch and Spanish officers and 
men will be under the immediate orders of 
‘cir masters, the French. The incon- 
cnience of separate commanders, which 
as so often frustrated the best combined 


plans of confederate forces, will thereby be 
voided. 






































The heavy navies of France will not, 
owever, soon be ina state to give much 
» “*Siness to her rival neighbour. Should 
--Onaparté seriously set about building 
ane of battle shi Great-Britain ma con. 

atulate herself and det him go on. | 
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upon the ocean, his preparations will be 
analogous to his usual measures ; skirmish- 
ing is not in his tactics; if he send a fleec to 


sea, it will be such a fleet, as France never ' 


could boast of before; but if the spirit of 
the British nation do not entirely subside in 
the interval, that fleet will be beaten; 
every effort, which revenge can devise, will 


be made to augment its force, and it will’ 


be beaten again; its creator may then lose 


his temper, and France will lose her stake’ 


in the game. 


The light fotidlas, which the republic is’ 


preparing, may, perhaps, merit the atten- 
tion of the British government, more than 
all the heavy navies of Europe and America 


together. ¢/ is certain, that at this moment, ° 


arrangements are making to form and repair 
such deféts and convenient harbours, bee 
tween Brest and the Ems, where 1500 to 


2000 light vessels may be kept in safety and ’ 


constant readiness; to act either offensively, | 
or to defend their own coast, as occasion 
may point out, or require: it is equally 
certain, that immense quantities of mate- 
rials and stores, for the construction and 
equipment of these vessels, are already 
collecting from all quarters: and, there 1s 
no doubt, that she Consulate intends to extend 
this naval system of light squadrons to America and 


the West-Indies. 


This statement of the natural and moral 
sources of France, are by no means ex- 
aggerated; the estimates we have given, 
are far under what an intelligent govern- 
ment might derive from the inexhaustible 
treasures of that overgrown empire. Fors 


tunate, perhaps, it ma 


be for the yet ine 


dependent nations of Europe, that those 
sources of irresistible force are in the hands 
‘of Frenchmen ! 

Except when the personal characters of 
leading men, may, now and then influence 
| government, the politics 
of every state is, to secure its independence, 
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[420 
but a poor use of the means he left at their 
disposal, it is true, but they adhered to the 
leading principle of his sys 
fast hold of Spain; took all the measure ; 
which.a couft like that of Versailles could bea 
expected to devise, to weaken the Houce of 
Austria; toattach Holland to France, and 
undermine and divide the British empire. 
Todirect the government of Spain, to subdue 
the Low countries, and to attach and secure 
Holland in the interests of France, were 
considered-as the most effectual means to 
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etates have begun to decine, as soon as 
the; rise. The ambition, avarice, 
and ignorance of individuals, allow nations 
no interval of stationary quiet and security. 

n niodern times, the only governments 
that seem to have acted upon any digested 
system, are the! rench since the commence- 
ment of the reign of Louis XIV. and the 
Russian since that of Peter I. These two 
monarchs felt the internal strength of their 
respective empires, and measured the pow- 
exs of their neighbours. 
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When Louis assumed the direction of 
affairs, he found himself hemmed in, on the 
side of Germany, Italy and Spain, by 
Austria; and on all other sides, by Great- 
Britain and Holland. To break through 
that circumvallation, was an enterprize 
worthy of a young aspiring monarch ; and 
as enterprizing princes generally do, he 
succeeded. By the valour of his arms, se- 


conded by the infatuation and treachery of 


his neighbours, he levelled down all the 
bulwarks ef his opponents; and laid Europe 
open to the inroads of France. He broke 
the power of Austria,and thereby destroyed 
the union and force of the German empire; 
he made Spain a province of his gominions ; 
annihilated the arrogant and independent 
spirit of the Dutch *. and deprived Great- 
Kiritain of .all her useful connexions on the 
continent o1 Europe +. His successors made 

* The Dutch struggled long and bravely 
to consolidate the independence and politi- 
cal rank of their country; from 1709 tor712, 
they believed they had succeeded; but one 
of those unforeseen fatalities, which, in a 
moment destroys the work of ages, blasted 
all their hopes. The change of system in the 


ruin the maritime trade and destroy the 
power of Great-Brifain. These three ob- 
jects were the principal articles in the 
political creed of the French monarchy. 
They are now accomplished! How far 
their effects may ultimately justify the cal. 
culations that have been made upon then, 
will depend upon the British cabinet. The 
result will, in all likelihood, be shortly seen, 
The revolution has, in no wise altered 
the politics of France; it has changed the 
actors and they have adopted new mca- 
sures, But they are measures much more dar- 
gerous to the feace of the civilised wos ld thant 
of their fredecessrs, Instead of grovelling, 
in obscure intrigue, deceit and circumven- 
tion, the champions of the Republic: 
substituted a bold system of treacher\ 
violence and military despotism, Dur 
the few years, that they have exercised the 
supreme authority, the Republic has achieved 
al that Louis XIV, perhaps, ever intena’; 
France is raised to an eminence of power! 
which in that prince’s time, would have 
made him as completely master of Europe, 
as he was of Alsa¢e and Navarre. /” 
treaties of Luneville and Amiens, have v:a? 


’ 


ree Ga ibe 
~ ‘ ee “4 


the First Consul a more formidable potentaie,: 


2 hich (" ea - ath, or » oie 4 » of fale 
British Cabinet, or rather the change of men, those of Utrecht and Rastadt made the chief of + 


ee re | 


(for it is not known to us, that ever a system 
was adopted there) produced the infamous 
treaty of Utrecht. The Dutch having spent 
immense treasures during the war, and 
obliged to abandon all the advantages they 
had acquired by it, their proud spirit of in- 
dependence and ambition for military and 
naval glory, sunk into a sullen hatred to- 
wards Great-Britain. That hatred never 
diminished; on the contrary, the connex- 
Otis between the hotses of Brunswick and 
Nassau Orange, and our’ interference, 


sometimes by intrigue and sometimes by: 


force, in favour of the Stadtholderate, made 
every Dutchman our inveterate enemy ; and 
lias, in the end, made Holland a depart- 
ment of France. os 


+ Since the peace of Utrecht, Great-Bri- 
tain has had for allies, Portugal, the Stadthol- 
der, Hanover and the lant ive of 

wntinegtal war, these 
Nict6d by the arms of 
ne 


grave of Hesse. 





LTouse of Bourbon. 

However, although the Repubic 
certainly be considered, as completely ™ 
tress of ‘the south- west-half of cont: 
nental Eurdpe, there is another powe, 
equal force, and perhaps of supe 
strength, that claims a similar dominen 
over the north and eastern-parts. We 2°° 
before said, the political powers and 
tary force of continental Europe, af° °" 
Vided between the governments of Fra? 
and Russia. These two mighty e™ oe 
are come in contact: Berlin, Vienne * 
Constantinople, can only be ss age 
ds three neutral posts, ‘situate in their 1° 


may 
“4 





| France, and have been ransomed either by 


British money, or By ‘British conques » 
retaken by other powers subsidised for 


hn vers ee 
; Purpose ;, witness the surrender of ou! cou 


nies at every peace, and our subsidies " 


Prussia, &c, 
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-of demarcation. By the reduction of other 
states, the politics of Europe are much 


simplified ; but that very circumstance ren- 
ders. the respective positioas of the two 


dictatorial. powers more critical... The in- 
termediate field of their usual machinations 


js cleared, .the slightest motion of the one, 


inust now directly affect the other. 

A free, independent and secure com- 
munication between the southern provinces 
of Russia and the Mediterranean, was an 
essential article in the fundamental system 
ot the Czar Peter; it- has-been pursued, 
with more, or less energy,’ by all his suc- 
cessors; and, it is of such importance to 
the Russian empire that it can_never he 
apandoned, 

The navigation.of the Black .Sea, was a 
standing project in the politics.of the 
French monarchy; it is now obtained, and 
to preserve it, is a consideration of the ut- 
most consequence to the Republic. ‘The 
‘Turkish government, sunk as.it is, into a 
lethargic effeminacy, an open passage 
through the Archipelago and the Darda- 
nelles, give to France, not only the direction 
of the trade and that empire, but what, to 
the consulate, is an.object of infinitely 
greater importance, ft lays open the only 
vulnerable part of the frontiers of Russia, 

In the present state of things, can Russia 
ani republican France go mutual sharers in 
the trade and government of the Turkish 
empire? ‘This is by no means likely; nay, 
we may venture to say, it is eo 
Which of the parties then is to give up its 
pretension? ‘Phe cabinet of Petersburgh 
must certainly know, that should the Con- 
sulate be allowed to assume an ascendancy 
a( Constantinople, or, to intermeddle in 
the alfairs of Turkey, the fate of Moscow 
may again be disputed at Pultava! Will 
he present government of France retract 
and leave the Seraglio and St. Sophia to 
the desecration of Russians? In that case, 
a Cossack and Highland army, seconded 
by a Russian and British fleet, might yet 
confine the empire of Buonaparté to the 
bovernment of his Gauls of the West. Or, 
of Freee of Russia and the avarice 
tid oF a : paehes wee a partial parti- 
the Comsar eh It is a known fact, that 
Petersburgh :  brapose tothe court of 

aan — cave Moldavia, Walachia, 
sonal eee oar Servia, to the dis- 
that France we ‘v9 Austria, on condition 
pont and othe ‘G rk she Candia, Negro- 
pelago, Bae a fon islands in the Archi- 

el ot ussia,, would as soon sec 
possession of the canal of Con- 

to fix ee _ the Crimea, as suffer her 
command — On posts. that wight soon 
© communication between 
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the Black and Mediterranean seas. Had 
the British ambassador arrived at Paris 
afew months sooner than he did, his Excel- 
lency could have informed Buonaparté, that 
Russia would not connive with France for 
the Turkish provinces north of the Danube. 
His lordship himself had the honour, as an 


agent, to sign away the property of those 


countries to the empress Catherine If, This 
monument of British shame was subscribed 


to by Sir CharlesW hitworth, at Petersburgh, 


on the 22d July, 1791. We hope it will 
not prove ominous! 

Oczakow was not only the key to the 
northern provinces of Turkey, it was to 
Constantinople, what Bergen-op-Zoom and 
Maestricht formerly were to Amsterdam ; 
and what the Pyrennees might yet be to 
Madrid. ‘That post inthe hands of Russia, 
to offer her the sovereignty of Moldavia, 
Wallachia, and Bessarabia, was ridiculous 
enougi, 

The Russians at Akkirmann and Soroko, 
and the French, or their auxiliaries in Maltz, 
the Sultan with his Seraglio have the con « 
fortable prospect of very soon passing, either 
Cu fil de Def Ce, Ole Sous le kiudt, into the king- 
dom of Mahomet. It is remarkable, that 
when the Emperor of Turkey was obliged 
to surrender Oczakow, the King of Eng- 
land was mediator with 36 line of battle- 
ships armed, in his favour; and when Malta 
was ceded to be possessed. by France, Great 
Britain was also an ally in co operation with 
Turkey. To propose an entire partition of 
the European dominions of the Turks, to 
whom give Thrace and Constantinople ? 
Besides, Russia will never agree to a divi- 
sion that shall leave the Grecian islands to 
France, * Nor can it be expected that the 
Consulate will leave the Bosphorus to 
Russia. 

Thus between these two governments 
matters seem to become nearly to a crisis. 
Considering the characters of each respec- 


é 





* Were. the Cliet Consul. to admit, 
amongst the fractional parts of his political 
calculations, the value of the characters and 
abilities of the men he finds, here and there, 
at the head of the public affairs of other 
states, he might, perhaps, at this momeut, 
be induced to possess himself of such posts 
and strong holds in the Levant, as would 
insure to the Republic at once,the dominion 
which she will otherwise have to fight for. 
Who knows: but such is his design? We 
cannot however, presume, that those go- 
vernments which are most immediately in- 
terested, can be so immersed in ignorance 
and lost to all sense of public duty and per- 


sonal safety, as not to see through the 


perfidious manauyics of the Consulate. 
; : an 
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423) 
tively, and the powers and attitude of the 
two empires, if the Consul possess only 
half of those transcendent talents which his 
panegyrists are willing to allow him, he 
must certainly see, that their present cor- 
diality cannot be of long duration. * And 
he is no doubt Lkewise aware that while 
Great Britain can powerfully interfere, to 
risk a quarre] with Kussia would be impru- 
dent and dangerous, 

In this situation it appears tous, and in- 
ceed daily occurrences seem to confirm our 
cpinton, that the plan of the Chief Consu! is, 
fo manage the Court of Petersburgh until 
he disengage his rear; that is, until he shall 
tie dacn the British Government to passive in- 
activity, 

‘To point out the measures by which the 
rulers of France intend to reduce the Bri- 
tish Government to inaction, 1s here un- 
necessary; they are already plainly exhibit- 
eto the world. When the rest of Europe 
was beaten off the field, Buonaparté saw, 
that to fivht with Great Britain alone, was 
un tinprofitable trade; the archives of Ver- 
sailles, furni-hed him with several striking 
examples: but in that same library, the 
General learned, that in a campaign of 
diplomatic negotiations, victory was certain ; 
this was tried, and, the Consulate make it mo secret, 


_ - ee — —— — — 


* It istruly pitiful, to see public ministers 
and men charged with the defence of nations 
cajoling themselves in the hope, that Russia 
and France will quarrel and fight! Quar- 
rel they certainly will; but when that event 
takes place, woe to their neighbours! While 
at peace, their mutual preponderance re- 
quires only dependencyand obedience: at 
war theirhostilities will impose upon the 
eastern continent, submission and slavery. 

When the Czar and the Consul draw 
forth theirlegionsin hostilearray, mediation, 
armed coalitions, neutral conventions and 
demarcation-lines, will be of little avail. Those 
powers have long been unused to cabinet 
wartare, and to courtier ¢/iguette in the field. 
The intervention of other states, may has- 
ten their own subjection, but cannot ward 
off their fate. The chieftainsof Russia and 
France will ineet nearly on thecentre of the 
world: the object of their quarrel will not 
be a bishoprick, a sugar island, nor who 
shall read their mass in Latin, or say their 
prayers in Greek: they will fight, for the 
possession of the Hedlestouw and Basthorss, 
two posts on which hangs sow suspended, 
the empire of our eastern hemisphere. Such 
contending parties will not come out to 
skirmish and then mutually retire; nor will 

they fight fr conquests to give Away; the 
one will keep the field—and with it the 
dictatorship of the world, 
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that, the success far exceeded the most tanguint 
exhectatuns. Since our continental alliances 
have been reducedtoafewneedy subsidiaries, 
the only means which we have had to check 
the ambitious projects of France, were, to 
keep the French colonies and trade under 
the guns of a preponderating navy. This 
check the Consul has not only removed, but 
he has also inverted the position. The peace 
of Amiens has left the British colontes under the 
Guxs of France ; every passage to and from our 
possessions abroad is now flanked by posts 
already garrisoned, or to be garrisoned by 
the republic and her auxiliaries; and Eng- 
land herself is half encircled by the naval depots 
and rising flotillas of her enemies. Buonaparté 
considers Great Britain, as being reduced to 
the necessity of hereafter confining all her 
military and naval operations to the defence 
of her own dominions. * Abroad he has now 
no vulnerable point for us to attack; and 
our communication with the continent of 
Europe and Africa, depends immediately 
upon his will. These circumstances open 
to the republic, another advantage of a 
more serious nature, and which, the Con- 
sul believes, will lay open and expose to 
his tactics, the very soul of the state; namely, 
the nnancialsources of the nation. 
(Lhe remainder of this interesting artiele, containng 
Buonapaté sopinion on the Finances of England, 
aerll be given in our next.) 








FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Rome, Fib, 24.—-There is talk here of a new 
Freach expedition against Alpiers. In the treaty 
of the 17th Dec, 1801, the Dey promised to rc- 
store to France all the establishments on that 
coast, in the same condition in which they were 
previous to the year 1792; but he now refuses 
to give them back, unless he receives the old tri- 
bute.—The Republic of the Seven United Islanas 
has sent a Minister Plenipotentiary to St. Peters- 
burgh (who has already arrived at Vienna). 19 
these Islands a National Assembly /Nazxionae 
Contsesso) has been convoked to settle the internal 
regulations, relative to which Count Moncenigo 
and the President Feotochi have issued Procia 
mations, 

Brest, March <The effects of General Decaem 
and ot the officers belonging ta the expedition to 
India, were yesterday embarked. ‘They were 
themselves to go on board, and the fine weather 
will no doubt expedite their departure. | The 
Captain-General Decaen, and Vice-Adm, Linoys 
embark in the Marengo. ‘he ships employed 18 
this expedition are crowded with a vast number 
of passengers. Transport vessels are expect 
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* No state, once reduced to fi t in its 
own defence ever fought long. Tt is now 
about.a century, that the military oper 
tions of Holland, Austria and Turkey 7% 
been confined to-the. defensive; ane ©” 
warfare as well as the independence” 
; wa Ma ee 
these states, may be considered as HAV 
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from Bourdeaux and L’Orient, which are ” sail 
soon after on the same destination .——Marcé 8.— 
The expedition for India, which sailed in the af- 
ternoon of the day before yesterday, must have 
made a rapid progress In its voyage: for the 
wind, which was favourable, biew very tresh dur- 
ing that night and the whole of yesterday. The 
vessels that compose the expedition are, the Ma- 
reago of the line, the frigates La Séiniilante, 
L'Atalante, La Belle Poule, and the transport La 
Core d’Or. General Vander Mag Sen, Aajutant- 
General Binot, and the officers of the Etat Major, 
departed with General Decaen yr 

Basle, Murch 9.—The new Constitution of this 
country begins to be carried into execution. The 
Helvetic Seuate dissolved itsclf on the sth instant, 
and the dissolution of the Executive Council is 
fixed for this day.—Be'ore it dissolved itself, the 
senate passed a Deeree, ia which, after expressing 
generally their thanks to the First Consul, they 
declare, that they receive the Act of Mediation 
with gratitude; that all the Citizens of the Hel- 
vetic Republic are invited to coniorm to its dis- 
positions, and to rally rouad Citizen D'Affry, the 
uewly appointed Landamman of Switzerland ; 
and that the Landemman Dolder is charged to 
communicate this Decree to Citizen LD)’ Affry. 

Hague, March 18.—A Courier from the First 
Consul, has brovehe dispatches, upon the receipe 
of which the sailing of the expedition for Louisi- 
ana was countermanded, The troops had already 
leit their respective quarters to be embarked ; 
they are now returning to them. Several batta- 
lions will be cantoned at Helvoet, andin the en- 
vicons, where they will wait the ulterior disposi- 
tions of the Freuach Goverament.— Frequent State 
Conferences are held; several couriers have been 
dispatched to diffevent destinations ; and orders 
have been sent to the Marine Council, and the 
War and Finance Departments. We hear that 
Admiral Hartsinck, who was to have relieved Ad- 
miral De Winter in the Mediterranean, will not 
sail with his squadron from our ports till it be 
Cecided whether peace will be preserved or not. 
—An English Messenger has brought dispatches 
for Mr. Liston, the liritish Minister, and 1s gone 
with important Dispatches to the Northern 
Courts. 

Pavit, March 14.—They write from Toulon, 
that the frigates Le Rhia and La Cornelie, were 
equipped on the i8:h of February, to cruize be- 
lore Algiers, aud prevent the Corsairs of those 
Pirates from injuring our commerce. The frigate 
La Matron is preparing to proceed to the same 
Cestination. It is known that (he Dey of Al- 
pers has given two months ro the Agent of the 
Kepublic to quit the States. We are ignorant of 
the motives of such an insult. —By letcers from 
“lunich, dated the sth of March, we learn, that 
tue Emperor of Russia, having consented to the 
fuppicssion of the Bavarian Langue, of the Ordet 
will eee its goods and posses:jons 
bie es ed to the domaims of the Liector, by 
"1 pgamerescon fot the east the Miho 
ten a stett. The value of these good: is ésti 
i Pe epi: « florins, and the revenues: 
Ldn t aen Aal 
hibited till further saps ion a £05:'+ ‘gare 
i-ued a Decree, forbidding’ Bet . 
any article = ie the SSNC res 
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FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Proclamation addressed by Louis D’ affry, Landamman 
of Switzerland, to the Inhabitants of the Ninsteon 
Confederated Cantons, 

The First Consul of the French Republic has 
given an act of mediation which ought to termi. 
nate the dissentions, and fix the destiny of Swit 
zesland. That important act, the result of long 
eonferences with men of sagacity, and friends of 
civil erder, is adapted to the wants and the dear 
est inferests of a people, whom every thing invites 
to the pacifie enjoyment of a stable and indepen- 
dent state of things.—Five years of broils and 
convulsions evinced the inconvenience of a Goe 
vernment exclusively ceotral, The ancient fedee 
ral system, modified by changes suited to the 
changes of our cireumstances, and to the example¢ 
of two neighbouring powers, could alone answer 
the wishes and situations of all the people of Swit- 
zerland.—Providence, the oaly support of just 
and virtuous Government, secnis to have chosen, 
at this period, to terminate the ills afflicting our 
couniry, an Lto promise us felicity for the time te 
cone. The new social compact must be execute 
ed; political divisions must, of course, cease ; the 
passions must be constrained to silence, Only a 
wise unanimity of wills, a constant tendency to 
hinder private interests trom interferiog with that 
of the public, can give sure success to our new jne 
stitutions; and only their success can confirm our 


inde pendence.—-lt will belony to the Governmeng 
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of each Canton to form for self laws spitable to 
the peculiarity of its local circumstances, and fit- 
ted to advance its prosperity. It is therefore of 
the greatest importance that, at the next clections, 
men should be chosen who are of tried probity, 
possessed of enlightened intelligence and experi- 
ence, and thus capable of commanding that con. 
fidence which can alone give stability and vigour 
to the Government. Every men who loves his 
country will consult only the voice of his consci- 
ence, when he gives his suffrage, and will reject 
all advice contrary to that voice—Such are the 
means which will enable us to restore to the Swiss 
nation that consideration which it once deservedly 
enjoyed, and to renew those diys of peace and 
tranquillity of which we have so sensibly felt, 
and ¢o long lamented the loss.—Given at Fri 
burgh, March 10, 1803.—Lows LD’. fry. 
Landanman of Switzerland, 
---—— 
Proclamation of the Government of the Batavian Repube 
lic, relative to Trade and Navigation. 

The Government of the Batavian Republic dee 

clares,—That having taken into consideration 


thas the expiration of the charter of the Dutch. 


East-India Company, and the changes occurred 
concerning the same, as also the restoration of 
almost all the possessions and establishments of 
this country in the East-Indies, had readered it 
necessary to adopt new measures and regulationg 
with regard to the trade and navigation to those 
poits; and the interests of the commercial world 
got admitting them to be deferred until the whole 
lap tor the direction of the East-India possess 
_ sions shall have been organized, it has been des 
greed and oF to be made known :—That the 
pifom the ports of this Ree 

Di ¢ to Batavia, as alsu to the west of India, ig 
open for all the itthabicants of the Bata- 
ublic, under the foljowing stipulations ; 
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with Melacea, and alt countries and places situat- 
ed to the westward of the said island, and as far 
south as the Cape of Good Hope.—That every de- 
scription of goods and merchandize may be from 
hence sent thither, with the exception only of 
warlike ammunition, and opium.—That 
the importation direct from India of all goods and 
merchandize coming from the westward of India, 
including Java sugar, and the article of tea only 
excepted, is permitted by the Dutch and foreign 
vessels, on paying the dutics customary on im- 
portation — Phat (or the present the importation 
hither of goods from Batavia, by private Dutch 
individuals, shall be confined to sugar; yet the 
right is retained by the India Govetnment, tn case 
of necessity, to sell to them some other articles 
their stores, as also to 


storc’ 


of India traffic, out of 
charter their ships for the benefit of the country, 
either to cinize or make voyages in India, er to 
carry produce to this Republic, according to what 
said Governmert may deem most beneficial and 
advisable for the good of the country, and the 
arzreements they may be able to make with the 
individual traders—Tfhat the inhabitants of this 
Republic shall be allowed to carry on the same 
local commerce and navigation within the limits 
aforesaid as ate oO} will De § llowed to the inhabi- 
tants of the possessions of the Republic settled 
there, subject always to the laws and regulations 
existing there, and more especially to the duties 


on mmport and export.—That, in- order to encou- 
rage trade, no dutics whatever of export shall be 
jevied On such shij as Shall clear out for this Re- 


public direct, from any of its possessions in Ben- 
gal, and on the Coast of Coromandel and Malabar. 
— Phat the ships shall be obliyed to return to the 
ports of this Republic, and not be perceived to 
carry or to sel! theie cargocs, nor to break ‘bulk 
elsewhere, on forfeiture of ship and cargo, or the 
value thereof to be iecoveied trom the 
owners. That, in proportion to the tonnage, the 
ships shal! be obliged to carry out to the settle- 
ments of this Republic a certain number of troops 
destined for the land and sea service in those 
quarters, the amount of passage money remaining 
to be determined.— The Government orders that 
the present shall be made public, and enjoins all 
those whom it concerns to conform strictly to the 
contentt.—tHHaguc, March 1, 1803.—By order -of 
the Government, J. Sposs, President.—C. G. Hu/t- 
mom, 


here 


DOMESTIC, 
PARLIAMENTARY MINUTES, 
Thursday, March to.—Lorps.— Lord Hobart 
brought down a Message from his Majesty rela- 
tive to embodying ihe militia, for which see Com- 
mons. 

Com Mens.—Report from the Committee on the 
bish Duty Bill read and agreed to.-Irish Stamp, 
Hat, Postage, and Game Bills, read ‘a third time 
and passcd.—Mr, Addington brought dowa the 
followieg 

MESSAGE FROM UIS MAJESTY. 

G.R. In consequence of the preparations car- 
rying on im the ports of France and Holland, 
whilst important discussions are subsisting be- 
tween his Majesty and the French Government, 
his Majesty thinks it dué to the care and coacern 
which he teels for his faithful people, to omit no 
means in his power which may coutribute to their 
sccurity.—In pursuance therefore of the Acts of 
Parliament enabling his Majesty to call but and 
asscmole the militia of the United Kingdom, his 
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Majesty has thought it right to make this com. 
muuication to the House of Commons, to the end 
that his Majesty may cause the said mititia, or 
such part thereof as his Majesty shall think ne- 
cessary, to be forthwith drawn out and embodied, 
and to march as occasion shail require.—<G. &. 
Friday, March 11.—Lorps.—Mutiny Bill went 
hrough a Committee of the whole House.—Vexa- 
tious Arrests Bill read a second time.~~Accounis 
of the Irish Bank Notes in circulation in the years 
1798, 180%, and 2, were presented. 
CoMMONS:—=A petition was presented from 
Lord Gwydir and others against the Surrey lron 
Railway. Irish Chalking Bill read a third time 
and passed.—On the motion ‘ that 10,000 sea- 
men be addd to the number now existing a de- 
bate of considerable length ensued, which will be 
preserved in Sup. to Vol. 3. The speakers were 
Messrs. Serjeant, Francis, Addington, Dent, Fox, 
Burroughs, Lord Hawkesbury, Messrs. Elliot, 
Canning, Pulteney, Trench,and Thornton. The 
question was then put and passed mem. eon—The 
Committee appointed to try the merits of peti- 
tions complaining of an undue election for the 
city of Coventry reported ‘that they had judged 
F, W. Barlow duly elected, and that N. Jeflerys 
was disqualified by virtue of an act to stcure the 
freedom of elections; but that neither the peti- 
tions nor the opposition to them were frivolous 
and vexatious.”—-Mr. Tierney then moved, “ that 
the Speaker do issue a new writ for Coventry.” 

Monday, March 14.—Lorps—On the second 
reading of the Prince of Wales’ Annuity Bill, a 
ehort debate ensued berween Lords Pelham, Moira; 
Carlisle, Darnley, Suffolk, Carnarvon, and the 
Duke of Norfolk, which will be found in our 
Supplement, 

Commons.—Kensington Paving Bill read a thir 
time and passed.—Mr, Byng brought in a Bull for 
the augmentation of the salary of Coroners, read 
a first time.—Mr. Honocks moved, ‘* that an ac- 
count be laid before the House of the quantity ©! 
cotton wool and cotton twist exported trom this 
country between 1790 and 1802; Ordered.—Mr. 
York moved, “ that there be laid before the 
Mouse an estimate of the charges attending the 
pay and clothing of the militia;’’§ Ordered.—On 
the motion of Mr, Sheridan, the lists of the fcc 
holders, the validity of whosé votes was qnéstion 
ed in the election for the county of Middlescs, 
were ordered to be served by the 1st of May— 
Surrey Iron Railway read a second time—Mr. 
Vansittart presented certain accounts relative ‘ 
the lottery Lord Castlereagh moved the oidct 
of the day for going into a Gommittce on the 2c 
counts presented relative to the affairs of t™° 
East-India Company, * The debate which ensuces 
together with a correct statement of the present 
situation of the finances of the Company, wil! be 
given in our Supplement to the present volume. 
The speakers were Lord Castlereagh, Messts- 
Johnson, Addington, Francis, W. Dundas, Bariog, 
and Metcalf. Question put and carried:-—Report 
of Irish Customs Bill and Irish Law Suits Bill 
read and agreed to.—A new writ ordered for the 
shire of Ayr, in the room of W. Fullarton, Esq 
now one of the Commissioners for settling the 
Affairs of the Island of Trinidad.—Expiring Lews 
Bill passed through a’ Committee. < - : 

Tuesday, March 1 5.—Lorps,—On the order of 
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“ these accounts left St. Domingo for Ja- 
‘“ maica, a three-decker, and some other 
“ vessels had hove in sight, supposed to be 
“a squadron with reinforcements from 


the other two speakers will be given in our Sup- 
plement.—Bill passed the Committee. 

From the London Gazette =-St. James's, Mareh 16, 
—The King was this day pleased to confer the 
honour of Knighthood on S. Wathen, Esg. High 
Sheriff for the County of Gloucester. 

Whitchall, March 19.—The King has been pleas- 
ed to grant to the Rev. M. Surtees, Clerk, Mas- 
ter of Arts, the place and dignity of a Canon or 
Prebendary of the Metre political Church of Can- 
terbury, void by the death of the Rev. J. Barton, 
late Canon thereof. 

Phe King has also been pleased to present the 

Rev. Caleb Rockett, Clerk, Bachelor of Arts, to 
the Vicarage of Stockingham, otherwise Stoken- 
ham, in the County of Deven, and Diocese of 
Exeter. 
Dewning-Street, March 22.—By Dispatches re- 
ecived this morning from the Earl of Elgin, his 
Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary at Constan- 
tinople, dated January 15, 1802, it appears, that 
the differences which had subsisted between the 
Sublime Porte and the Beys of Egypt, have been 
satisfactorily arranged through the mediation of 
his Majesty's Ambassador, 

Whitehall, March 22.—The King has been pleas- 
ed to present the Rev, J. Hawtrey, Clerk, Master 
of Atts, to the place and dignity of a Canon or 
Prebendary of the Cathedral Church of Winches- 
ter, void by the Promotion of Dr. G. Pelham, late 
Prebendary thereof, to the See of Bristol. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
. West-Inpres.—Sr, Dominco.—From 
the signature of the preliminaries of peace 
to the present hour, we have not ceased to 
represent to our readers the great and im- 
ninuent danger which must inevitably-arise 
toour West India colonies from the esta- 


bi iment of a considerable French force in 

the island of St. Domingo. The last ih- 
ee “ - , 

telivence from this grand deposit of troops 


pretty fully confirms our opinions, as to the 
result of the contest between the blacks 
and the whites. We will give this intelli- 
ice in the words of the ministerial paper, 
> true Briton, of the 22d instant.—“* Ac- 
counts ofa recent date were yesterday 
received from St. Domingo by the Ja- 
maica mail, These represent the’ state 
that colony as much more favourable 
_ ‘an it has ever been since the first land- 
ing ofthe French. For the violence, in- 
justice, and folly of Leclerc, General 
' Rochambeau has substituted conciliatory 
_ Conduct, moderation and good faith, and 
~ consequence is, that though bands of 
i ee still exist, the rgncorous spirit 
“ had: frevatled has entirely subsided. “He 
ee ae 
‘: proprietoni aie a) he estates 0 their 
ss | pee wr an amnesty, 
which many had actually 
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“ France.’-——-So! away go, then, all the 
thousand and one tales, heretofore received 
through Jamaica and the United States; 
and, if the ministers had any sense of shame 





remaining, how could they hold up theit 
heads after the accounts, which were said 
to be almost official, and which, m the month 
of December last, represented -that the 
French army had, in patt, gone ever to the 
blacks, and that the rest, consisting of 1,506 
men, who, together with their general, had 
rcivolly evacuated and abandcned St. Domingo /* 
Let it be observed, too, that they have cons 
stantly magnified the danger of the French 
enterprize in that island. They took des 
light in regarding it as one of those Her- 
culean labours, which would occupy the 
Consul and divert his attention from Eng- 
land and her possessions; but now, behold, 
they have discovered the truth of what we 
always asserted, that the task wasa very 
cayone. There can be no doubt, but that, 
‘if General Rochambeau had at first been 
‘© sent with the chief command, the reco- 
“ very of St. Domingo would have beet 
gery cay!” ~=And, how did we know, or 
how. did they know, that General Rocham- 
beau would sot be sent with the chief com- 
mand? When they gave their consent, or 
rather when the Consul extorted that con- 
sent ; when they, long before the treaty of 
peace was signed, recalled our gallant fleet, 
and opened a free passage for our enemies 
to sail out with an armament almost unex. 
ampled in magnitude; when they did this, 
how did they know that General Rocham- 
beau would not be the commander in chief, 
or that Leclerc would act with that violence, 
injustice, and folly, which they now (falsely 
we believe) impute to him? What could 
possibly encourage them to hope, that the 
French would send out such generals as our 
humane Williamson, and our more humane 
Maitland, to expend twenty millions of 
money merely for the philanthropic pur- 
pose of preventing the eifusion of blood ?— 
Troops had been constantly arriving at St. 
Domingo for some months before the last 
intellizence came away ; and, from the be-t 


— 





* See Register, Vol. Il. p. 765 and 766.—True 
Briton, 30 and 4th of December, 1802, where it 
will be seen, that the accounts here spoken of 
were stated to have been received through the 
channel of government.— Never was a system of 
deception su unremittingly pursued as. by these 
modest and conseientious minister ,—There is no ope 
trick which has not been played off for the pur- 

se of deceiving the people, and of reconcilio 
hems to’ ic disgraceful peace of Amicms, ~~ * 
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means which we have of ascertaining the 
present strength of the French army there, 
we are persuaded it must consist of about 
40,000 Europeans, including the troops 
who lately sailed from Italy and France. 
When the blacks are subdued, and ten or 
fifieen thousand of them are added to this 
European army, we would be glad to learn 
from Mr. Addington or Lord Hobart, what 
thercis, except the interference of Divine 
Providence, to prevent our enemy from 
seizing on Jamaica; and, if Jamaica falls, the 
fate of the whole Western Archipelago 1s 
at once decided. The dread of this event 
has haunted our minds ever since the French 
expedition first sailed, and it certamly re 
quires a head and a heart like Mr. Adding- 
ton’stokeepaman happy inspite of such dan- 
ger.—How very different would our situa- 
tion have been at this moment, had not the 
*¢ safe politicians” permitted the French force 
to sail, til after theratification of the definitive treaty, 
jn which case the landing would have taken 
place in June instead of January, 1802; in 
the sickly season instead of the healthy 
one; Toussaint would have had six months 
0 prepare, instead of being taken totally 
by surprize; it would have required 
200,000 troops, instead of 50,000, to re- 
cover the colony; the war would have 
Jasted years instead of months; it would 
have been, indeed, an Herculean labour for 
the French, it would have formed a most 
important diversion, and would, most as- 
suredly, have prevented, or, at least, con- 
siderably retarded, the alarming crisis which 
has now arrived, and which has plunged 
this country into every species of embar- 
rassment. ‘To Areserve Jamaica, however, is 
now the principal object in that quarter of 
the world; and, to do this, 10,000 troops 
should instantly be sent out, under an ac- 
tive, a brave, and zealous commander. 
This force, together with what there al- 
ready is, and what may be collected, in the 
island, might defend that precious gem of 
the British crown; but that, without such 
a force, it will be rifled and destroyed, we 
most sincerely believe. Our flcet alone, 


however faithful, vigilant, and powerful, . 


is not, alone, sufficient for the protection of 
Jamaica. Six hours fair wind brings the 
enemy to land; and the point of landing is 
entirely at his choice. If, therefore, war 
is the result of the present armament, im- 
mediate defence must be provided; and, if 
this non-descript state of things continue 
for awhile longer, an addition to the forces 
on the island should be wade as soon as 
possible. The object of France will not be 
to preserve, but to destroy. The moment she 
is ceaty, Jamaica will, for that diabolical 
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purpose, be invaded; and, therefore, the 
country must make up its mind to lose this 
invaluable colony, or to defend it by a mi- 
litary and naval force nearly equal to the whole 
of our last peace establishment! Sach is the 
© security to our colonies,” which Lord 
Castlereagh* promised us from the peace 
of Amiens generally, and especially from 
the wise measure of permitting the French 
armament to satl previous to the conclusion 
of the definitive treaty. During the last 
peace, one fifty gun ship and a few frigates 
composed the whole of our naval force on 
the Jamaica station; we have now, on 
that same station, 10 ships of the line, six 
frigates, and 6 sloops of war, making in the 
whole 22 vessels of war; whereas, freviou: 1 
the signing of the jreliminaries, we had, on this 
station, only 6 ships of the line, 4 frigates, 
and 5 sloops of war! And yetthis was tobe 
a peace of securijy;’’ a peace for the 

© husbanding of our resources !”” 
Louisrana.—Of this colony, and of the 
danger which will inevitably arise to this 
country from its occupation by France, we 
have said so much, that any further endea- 
vours in that way, will, we fear, be totally 
useless. It is, however, our duty to con- 
tinue to submit to the public what we 
know and think upon the subject. ‘ihe 
American government has pursued precisely 
the course, which we said it would pursue. 
It has not yielded to the momentary feel- 
ings of the people. New Orleans has not 
been attacked, as some persons expected it 
would, by the western settlers, who, thous! 
their flour has fallen in value from five doi 
Jars and a balf per barrel to one dollar pir 
barrel, are patiently waiting for the resy!t of 
the mission of Mr. Munro, a person famous 
for his love of France and his hatred ot 
England, who has been dispatched by the 
President, to negotiate on the subject with 
the court of Spain in the first instance, and, 
if he fail there, with the Consul of France. 
How such a negotiation, conducted by suc 
a person, is likely to terminate, it is by 0° 
means difficult to foresee, especially when 
we recallect, that the French armament de- 
stined for Louisiana is now embarkedt, and 
will, in all likelihood have taken possession 
of New Orleans, before Mr. Munro will 
have delivered his credentials at Madrid.— 
The measures, which the French will be 
likely to adopt, with regard to this colony, 
as well as the fearful consequences which 
must arise therefrom to England, are fully 
pointed out in a letter to Lord Hawkesbury 
to which we beg leave to refer our readers f+ 
FF 


* See Pail. Debates, Register, Vol. U1. Fish 35 | 
+ Since the above was writren, it 


troops have discmbaiked.—J Vol. ll. p-297— ~ 
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and by which we think they will be con- 
yinced, that immediate steps ought to be 
taken to frustrate the views of France in 
this respect. The armament should be pre- 
wented from sailing. ‘ But this is war!" 
War! aye; and what are we arming for, if 
not for war? Besides, are we not, or were 
we not, holding the Cape of Good Hope, 
even when the provecation or danger, was 
not sufficient to produce, or, at least, did 
not produce, aN armament in our ports; and, 
shall we, now that an armament has been 
thought necessary, not be justified in prevent- 
ing the departure of the fleets and armies of 
our enemy ? But, “ the Message?” Yes, the 
Message does, indeed, intimate, that, it the 
thousands upon thousands of troops, with 
which Buonaparté has lined the opposite 
coast, are destined for ** colonial service,” 
theu all is right; then there is no hostility 
to be apprehended ; and, of course, it would 
be a flagrant act of aggression, on our part, 
to prevent the sailing of those troops; for, 
unul we can ascertain their destination, 
which we cannot while they are in port, it 
is absolutely impossible for us to ascertain, 
that they are ot intended for colonial ser- 
vice. So that, according to this notion, we 
must either send a squadron to accompany 
each detachment to the French colonies, 
and see it safely landed, or run the risk of 
seeing the whole of them land in our own 
dominions, at home or abroad! Such an 
idea never before entered the mind even of 
a maniac, It isa symptom of idiotism such 
as was never yet heard of.—If this arma- 
ment is suffered to sail for Louisiana, it 
may chance to land in Ireland, and we have 
no hesitation to say, that it would, in that 
case, be much less dangerous to the in- 
terests of the kingdom. In Ireland, it 
might, and, we trust, it would, be defeated ; 
but, il it obtains a fast footing in Louisiana, 
eud six months of peace, or of nominal 
peace, follow, it strikes a blow, which this 
country cannot long survive.—This pre- 
diction we have repeated over and over so 
often, that we have no apology to offer but 
the magnitude of the evil which we dread, 
splsiigg again call upon the ministers 
» While yet it is in their power, or to 
Prepare themselves for the execrations of a 
r uined and enslaved people. 
a Se 
French... Fees ns fe Possession «f by the 
cial Agents re nginects, alia. Cormmer- 
sea ports eat plies stationed i. all the 
aleoca™ Div indeed, in all other places of 
the particular act ie oats we SAY ae 
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venture to say, that they cannot, without 


the concurreace of Russia. ‘The most pro- 
bable conjecture is, that France will make 
use of all her power aod her policy to ob- 
tain the re-possession of Egypt, in whick 
object, maugre the arrangement, made 
through the mediation et Lord Pigin, we 
are fully persuaded she wiil succeed, upon 
condition of winking at an equivalent ac- 
quirement, on the part of Russia. The 
fate, then, of Turkey, and, eventually of 
India, will depend, as far, at least, as pre- 
sent appearances allow us to calculate, on 
the disposition of Russia. 1f that power is, 
as we formerly observed, under the gaid- 
ance of ambition, if her projects with re- 
spect to Persia and India are revived, our 
Empire in the East must be placed in an 
uncertain, not to say a dangerous situation, 
especially when we recollect that Cochia 
and the Cape of Good Hope are at the com- 
mand of the French, to which latter place 
the armament under Decaen and Linois is 
certainly gone. 

Care or Goop Hore.—Fromevery thing 
we have been able to learn, on the subject, 
and we can venture to state, that our infor- 
mationistolerably correct, this most imsport- 
ant of theoutworksofIodiais,at this moment, 
completely surrendered and evacuated by 
us, in consequence of orders sent out since 
the date of those by which Geueral Dundas 
was authorized to retain it. The capitula- 
tion by which this retention was eflected is 
without a precedent in the history of the 
world *. Nothing like it, or bearing any 
resemblance to it, was ever before known, 
thought of, or dreamt of.—As to our right 
to retain the Cape, beyond the time stipu- 
lated for its delivery to the Dutch, or even 
for ever, 10 doubt can possibly exist in the 
mind of any one, who does not, with the 
honest Talleyrand and his master, regard 
the treaty of Amiens as having abrogated, 
with respect to this country, all the aaxims 
of the law of nature as well as of balions, 
That the ministers of Great-Britain have 
tacitly acknowledged this unjust, this de- 
grading, this monstrous principle, we, with 
shame, confess; but, it does not follow, 
that it has been, or that it will be, acknow- 
ledged by the nation, which cannot, in this 
unlimited sense, revounce its natural righie, 
rights necessary io its existence as a nation, 
without violating its duty to the world, a 
duty paramoupt ty all those which it cau, 
possibly owe to any particular. pation, Lhe 


doctrine, therefore, which has been incul-, 


cated by those London editors who are 


suppo-ed to speak the sentiments of M:, 
o-- a ene 


* Capitulation in Oux Deas, J 
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¥ox and Mr. Sheridan, is not less unfound- 
‘ed in itself than it is pernicious in its ten- 
dency. Mr. Fox has, indeed, spoken for 
himself: he has declared, that, “ cvbatever 
«© may have happened since the signing of the 
«* treaty of Amiens, itis our duty to fulfil, 
“on our part, every stipulation of that 
* treaty; but, afer having done that,” says 
he, “if our dorour demands it, let us go to 
“war.” Without stopping to ask how 
long it is since the honourable gentleman 
took up these “ quixotic” notions, we shall 
endeavour to show, that they are quite in- 
applicable to the present case. All the 
writers on public law, reprobate, in the 
strongest terms, a wilful and unjust breach 
of a tieaty of peace ; but, they do not say, that 
there is no cause which can justify such 
breach, Notto take up the readers’ time 
with authorities, to which we could here 
appeal, let us suppose, that France had in- 
vaded Jersey ten days after the treaty of 
Amiens was concluded, would any one, in 
that case, have had the assurance to insist, 
that, we were, notwithstanding this act of 
violence, still bound in good faith, to re- 
store Mattinico? ‘Lhis is certainly a strong 
case, but it serves to show, that the princi- 
ple, in its unlimited unqualified sense, is a 
periect absurdity. ‘The true doctrine is, 
that, if, deiceren the conclusion and the fuifil- 
ment of a treaty of peace, one of the con- 
tracting parties does any act which would 

other party in renewing the 
war, that same act justifies the latter party in 
doing all things short of war, and, amongst 
these, is the retention of territories stipulat- 
ed to be restored. This being admitted, as 
we think it must, who is there that will 
deny the fact of France having, since the 
conclusion of the definitive treaty, done act 
upon act, which would have fally justified 
us in taking up arms against her? But, 
** we have overlooked these acts,” says the 
Morning Post, “ and, therefore, we cannot 
“* now plead them.” This also is new doctrine. 
Exactly the contrary is true. Our having 
made the treaty of Amiens with the know- 
ledge that our enemy had already obtained 
the possession of, or the mastery over, 
Kiba, Louistana, Piedmont, and the Ita- 
lian Republic, does, indeed, preclude all 
complaint on those accounts, because, 
knowing of these encroachments at the 
time of making the treaty, we, by that 
treaty, gave our tacit consent to them. 
They would have formed a good ground for 
refusing to conclude the definitive treaty 
vpon the basis of the preliminaries, but they 
form HO justification ror non-fulfilment of 
the definitive treaty. Not so, however, 
with regard to the subjngation of Switzer- 
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land and the new division of Germany, 
either of which formed a good and jawtul 
plea for non-fulfilment, though not upon 
the principles of our “ safe politicians,” 
who, at every step, become more and more 
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involved in inconsistency. ‘* These acts of 
aggression, too, were overlooked.” They 
were so; but, if there be now, or if there 
have been, any other act, sufficient to justify 
us iv taking up arms, the acts abovemen- 
tioned and other hostile acts, committed since 
the conclusion of the peace, revive, and are 
fairly and forcibly enumerated in justification 
of a war on our part, or in the retention of 
any thing ceded to France by the treaty —— 
With regard to the Cape of Good Hope, 
however, another difficulty is started. “It 
“ was Zo Holland and not to France that we 
*« were to restore the Cape, and we cannot 
accuse Holland of any act of bostility.” No; 
but we have as good a plea against the re- 
stitution of the Cape as we should have had 
if Holland had committed all the acts, of 
which France has been guilty. <A treaty is 
an act of reciprocity, if there are three par- 
ties on one side, and one on the other, the 
whole of the three are, as to every thing cou- 
nected with the fulfilment of the treaty, 
responsible for each, and each is respon- 
sible for the whole. It might have hap- 
pened, that at the end of three months, one 
restoration was to be made by England to 
Holland; and, at the end of two months, 
one was to be made by France to England. 
If France refused to fulfil her part of the eu- 
gagement, will any one contend that Eng- 
laud ought nevertheless to fulfil hers, merely 
because the restoration was not to be made 
to France? But, there is another ground for 
retaining any one, or all of, the Dutch pos- 
sessions ; a ground, which existed from the 
hour the treaty was signed, which has be- 
come more and more solid from that hour 
to this, and which never ought to have beca 
abandoned for one single moment. When 
a treaty is made, the parties are always 0n- 
derstood to take into view not only their s! 
tuation relative to each other, but the situa- 
tion of each other relative to other powers. 
Any thing, therefore, which has an ¢%- 
istence at the time of making the treaty, 
and which adds to the power of one of the 
parties, may, if unknown to the other party, 
be afterwards a just ground for non-fulfil- 
ment of the treaty on his part. Suppose 


that the French had, previous to the trealy 
of Amiens, obtained a cession of the island 
of Sardinia, and this had not been known to 
us till after the treaty was ratified, shoul 

we still have been obliged, in good faith, to 
evacuate Minorca and Elba? We imagine, 
that nd one, except Mr, Fox, will” attempt 
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to maintain the affitinative of this question 
If, then, the disguising from a party a cir- 
cumstance of this nature would justify the 
non-fulfilment of his share of the contract, 
and would, in fact, if he chose it, nullify 
the contract altogether, a less effect cannot 
he attributed to a failure, in one of the par- 
ties, to execute engagements which he is 
we'l known to have entered into with some 
other power, particularly if that power be a 
party to the treaty, and if the fulfilment of 
those engagements is entirely to depend upon the 
conclusion of that treaty. Now this is pre- 
cisely the case before us. The French, in 
the year 1795, invaded Holland, and became 
masters of the country, to the annoyance 
aud danger of Great Britain, The people 
became, in reality, the slaves of France; 
their pecuniary, military, and naval means 
became hers; but, as self-preservation was 
the pretext of the invader, it was agreed, in 
a public treaty, concluded between the 
Datch and the French, that thelatter should 
keep troops in the territories of Holland, 
“ during the present war only."—The words 
are these: ** Arricirg XVII, The French 
‘* Republic shall continue to occupy such 
‘“‘ places and positions as are necessary for 
the defence of the country, but witha fixed 
number of troops, to be agreed on, and 
“ during the present war only.” * There are 
several other stipulations of this treaty, 
Which were to be executed at the general 
peace, and which, if they had been so ex- 
ecuted, would have contributed materially 
tochange the situation of Holland, with 
respect to France and to England; but, not 
‘o confuse the question, we confine our- 
mer to that which we have here cited, 
nen the treaty of Amiens came to be ne- 

gouated, England, of course, reckoned a- 
mongst its advantages that of delivering 
‘‘olland from French troops, that of re- 
thet ae} her some degreee of independence, 
to follows Seale her somewhat more free 
pahei _ a n will, that of returning, 
ehh ae “" ime, to her ancient relations 
_.__ Uus Kingdom, and, above all, that of 
nese sailors and her ships from 

He Servic : : mn 

nie teem yh 
‘ivasion from her coasts B t, this stipula- 
tou net having b oe. Wie" rake 
the French troo vedieumeaia 4 Reha 
and; ‘gede de re stil remaining in Hol- 

‘ese great and important ad- 


vant thi 

*itages, which were reckoned upon by 
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England, inconcluding the treaty of Amiens, 
and for which she made such immense sae 
crifices, have been, or are likely to be, ob- 
tained: on the contrary, Holland is: more 
than ever under the power of Buonaparté ; 
he lays her under contribution at his plea- 
sure, makes her ships and sailors serve him 
as if they were his own, fits ont his expe- 
ditions in her ports and at her expense, and 
has lined her coasts with troops evidently 
for the purpose of menacing or invading 
this country. With respect to Holland, 
therefore, he has violated a positive, and, 
with respect to us, a fact convention, which, 
though not actually making a part of the 
treaty of Amiens, is nevertheless, in point 
of execution, to be considered as insepa- 
rable from it; and, as it ought to have been 
executed immediately after the treaty was 
concluded, the failure to execute it was the 


frst infraction of that treaty, and, of course, 


fully justified not only the retention of the 
Cape, but of every other possession, which 
we had stipulated to restore. Here, then, 
was clear, solid, and honourable ground, 
whereon for the ministers to make a stand 
against the assaults of the honest ‘Talley+ 
rand andthe no less honest Mr. Pox, Nor 
is this ground at all impaired by lapse of 
time, or by the miserable ignorance, inde 
cision, and pusillanimity of the Addingtons 
and Hawkesburies; for whatever be their 
faults, whatever their offences against the 
interest and honour of their royal master 
and their country (and, God knows, they 
are great enough!) none of these can be 
pleaded in justification of a breach of faith 
committed by France. We are aware, that 
these arguments, as applicable to the Cape 
of Good Hope, may have been rendered 
useless by the ministers, whose saying and 
unsaying, in this as well as in ali other 
cases, bear no very feeble resemblance, whe- 
ther in matter or in manner, to the faultering 
accents of an illiterate culprit; but, lest they 
should attempt to eke out their political ex- 
istence by another disgraceful compromise, 
we think it right to deprive them before- 
hand of every pretence grounded upon @ 
want of matter to justify hostilities. 

Ma tta.—As the infraction of a treaty, 
by one of the parties, may, if the other party 
chooses, render the wholecompact null and 
void, England would, on this ground, be 
fully justified in the retention of Malta. 
But, she has other ground, whereon to juss 
tify that retention; and, with all due de- 
ference to Mr. Fox and the Morning Chro- 
nicle, we think it no difficult matier to prove, 
that, without pleading any of the other na+ 
merous infractions of the treaty of Amiens 


by France, England is nob, even according te 
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that treaty, bound, under iho present circum 
stances, to evacuate the tsland of Malia; that, 
the tninisters in keeping possession of it, are 
guilty of no breach of public faith, but that, 
on the contrary, in giving it up, they would 
commit a crime against their country ; and 
that, the retention is not to be regarded as 
* an indemnity for (he umust encroachments 
of the French government,” as it has been 
represented by those men of “ English fecl- 
ing,’ who one minute ery out against the 
injustice, insolence, and tyranny of Buona- 
parte, and the next declare their readiness 
to make new concessions rather than resist 
this injustice, insolence, and tyransy by 
arms; we flatter ourselves, that we sliall be 
able to prove, that the retention of Malta is 
not to be considered as an indemnity of this 
er of any sort, nor even as the first act of 
hostilities in the new and just war into 
which we are about to be driven, but purely 
and simply as the preservation of a thing 
which lawfully belongs to us.— By the treaty 
ot Amiens, article X, it is agreed, as a ba- 
sis, that ** the islands of Malta, Gezo, and 
* Comio, shall be restored to the Order ot 
* Sct. John of Jerusalem, to be held on the 
same conditions, on which it possessed 
them lefore the war, and under the fol- 

** lowiug stipulations.” —‘Lhese stipulations, 
which provide for a modification of the 
Order are contained in the clauses }, 2, and 
3*,. They state, in substance, that the 
‘french Langues shall be suppressed, that a 

Maltese Langue shall be established, and 
that the Order shall be composed of the 
Langues which “ shall continue to subsist 
** after the exchange of the ratifications of 
“the present treaty,” that is to say, of 
the same Langues that sabsisted before the 
war, with the exception of these two alte- 
rations. —The Order, such as it ought to be 
for the purpose of receiving the sovereignty 
of Malta, Gezo, and Comio, is here, then, 
accurately described. It was not tothe Order 
of St.John, generally, but to that Order 
constituted contormably to the treaty of 
Amiens, that we were bound to surrender 
the sovereignty and the territory of Malta. 
Whether the Order thus constitated would, 
or would not, be capable of maintaining its 
independence, is a question which has no- 
thing to do with that now before us. We 
have no right to plead the ignorance and 
selfishness of our ministers as a ground for 
the non-fulflment of a treaty that they have 
made; but, if the Order, such as it is 
described and specified in the weaty, has 
vadergone any material change, and, par- 
ticularly if that change tends to weaken it, 
and bas, moreover, been produced by any 





* Sco ihe ucaty, Revister, Vol. 1. P- 323 
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power or powers, other than ourselves, who 
were parties to the treaty, it is evident that 
we are not bound to surrender the island, 
of which we possess both the dominion and 
the sovereigaty, into the hands of the Order 
thus mutilated ; because, in so doing, we 
should surrender it to a sovereign, who is 
not the sovereign designated by the treaty 
to receive it.—If the reader allows these 
premuses to be just, a simple narrative of 
facts is all that is wanted to make out oer 
position.—before the epoch fixed on for the 
surrender of the island (see Art. X. clause 
4,) the Order of Malta, which, according to 
the terms of the treaty was to cousist of the 
Langues of Italy, Castille, Arragon, Ger- 
mnany, and Bavaria, was materially curtailed 
and enfeebled by the suppression of the 
Laugues of Castille and Arragon, and this 
Suppression was made by the King of Spain, 
the ally of France, one of the parties to the 
treaty. More recently the Langue of Bava- 
ria has been suppressed, and also that part 
of the Italian Langue comprised in [icd- 
mont andthe Dachy of Parma, now united 
to France (another of the parties to the 
treaty of Amiens), thus reducing the Order 
toa skeleton, rendering its sovereignty and 
independence a mere mockery, and presery- 
ing its name only for the purpose of en- 
forcing the stipulation by which we have 
agreed to evacuate the island. That such 
must have been the effect of these suppres- 
sious no one will deny, and, it follows of 
course, that we are absolved from our obli- 
gation relative to the surrender; for, the 
object of the two principal contracting par- 
ties respecting Malta is, in the 2d clause of 
Art. X. clearly declared to be, * to piace the 
“€ Order and Island of Malta in a state of entive 
‘« independence with regard to themselves.” 
The subsequent stipulations turnalmos( who 
ly andentirely upon the manner of effectually 
providing for this independence, in speaking 
of which the Order and the Js/and are never 
separated. Every thing indicates, that the 
Order was, in itself, even previous to the 
amputations it has undergone since the 
treaty, cousidered as insufficient for this 
purpose, and, for thai season, 2 foreign gat 
risou is provided together with the gua- 
rantee of the six principal powers of Eu- 
rope. Auy change, therefore, tending fer- 
ther to enfeeble the Order, and absolutey 
to destroy the means already looked upon 44 
insufiicient, must, unless England has 0c 
casioned such change, fully acquit her — 
breach of faith in retaining the island, 25°, 
we hardly think that Mr. Barrére, or eve” 
Mr. fox, will attempt to prove, that this 
country has forced Spain, Bavaria, and 
France to make those suppressions, ©. 
Which the Order is redaced to a bunded 
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almost destitute of revenues, and 
no more able to defend Malta than they are 
to conquer the Empire of Russia. Since, 
therefore, the Sovereign, to whom Malta 
was to be surrendered, net only no longer 
exists, but has been mutilated and destroyed 
by the opposite parties to the treaty of 
Amiens, England has not only a rgd to re- 
tain the dominion and sovereignty of the 
island, but sueh retention is a duty which 
she owes to Europe in general, and to the 
people of Ma!ta in particular, whom she is 
bound, by obligations the most sacred, not 
to surrender to, or leave at the mercy of, any 
foreign power whatever. 

Pustic Creotr —While the retention 
of the places, of which we have spoken 
above, is fully justified by the conduct of 
the enemy, we imagine it will be very dift- 
ficult for the ministers to justify themselves 
to the nation for the contradictory orders 
they have given in this respect, and for the 
blow which their selfishness has finally 
given to the credit of the country. The 
Imogen, which took out the orders for the 
retention of the Cape, must have sailed from 
England Jate in October. On the 10th of 
December Mr. Addington came to the par- 
Jiament with his grand financial display, in 
which he presented an estimate explicitly 
founded upon a reduction of our establish- 
ments during the present year *®, Just before 
the Christmas recess, in the debate upon 
the Navy Commissioners Bill, to which Lord 
Folkestone objected, as unhinging the naval 
service at amoment when war might be ex- 
pected, the candid Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer rephed, with his usual modesty, 
that “whatever //-hoding opinions his \ord- 
rs might enteitain, he was sure the 

juuse vould not adopt them.’ And, do 
longer ago than the 18th of February, only 
four days previous to the delivery of the 
King s Message, he offered, as a reason for 
voting the money to the Prince of Wales, 
cena IW : wee in a state of peace. If, 
kanal om : ers had not, between the sail- 
bee . 1¢ Imogen and the 10th of Decem- 
“ Sh rt an to evacuate the Cape, on 
which aa : ee found those hopes, 
leuneetiha oo out Nos the country on the 
ments? Aiea . oe uction of our esta blish- 
atin re ; the Cape be now delivered 
saving Pb “er to his country for 
wheardiédhal ere bree important place, 
se, eatin ny re ousted right to retain 
put one of hate : Ws, OM the eve of a war, 
my’s bands? But 13 of India into the ene- 
Will be still more Gti ines ee 
ehaew lifficolt to justify, Did 
ieee ae hothing ef the hostile disposition 
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and preparations of France on the 18th of 
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February ? Was the present armament re- 
solved on and the Message delivered to Par- 
liament in fourteen days trom the first mo- 
ment of his having obtained any knowledge 
of the circumstances that led to that im- 
portant measure? No longer ago than the 
18th of February, he must have been totally 
ignorant of all the grounds of alarm, or, his 
declaration of that day, must have been in- 
tended to deceive the holders of stock. Let 
him, therefore, take his choice between the 
profoundest ignorance or the profoundest dite 
plicity —Whatever may have been the mo- 
tive of his conduct, the effect is certain; he 
has depreciated, not the funds, but the eredit 
of the country. However men may differ 
in other respects, they all agree, that he 
will never be able to make another loan 
under ¢wenty per cent. No monied maa 
will ever again place confidence in his as- 
sertions or his estimates, both of which have 
proved to be shamefully fallacious; and, 
which is still worse, his bad faith will be 
entailed npon his successors, as the bank- 
ruptey of a partner never fails to bring 
lasting discredit upon the firm. For this 
reason, if for no other, the cam/id minister 
must yield his place in © the machine.” It will 
require no intrigue, mo force, to put bim 
out; out he musi come, or the machine will 
first stop, then cramble into dust. 

Stix THom.s lTrouskipce —Connected 
with the feregoing subject is the conduct of 
a certain person in office with regard to the 
stocks, The imputation has been publickly 
made, and has not been removed, that per- 
sons have profited from the informatipy, de- 
rived from their official situation, ayd have 
dealt in the funds to a very great amount, 
Certain it is, that there never was koowna 
so material an anticipation. ‘To what cause 
it was to be ascribed we cannot say, but 
we know that the suspicions of the people 





in the city are not to be done away, without 
something more satisfactory than the whin- 
ing nonsense, which the news-papers have 
published on the subject. On the Hicb- 
mond- Park ministry, no blame can certainly ate 
tach; those three words must always awaken 
ideas of purity, sanctily, and, particularly, 
of fair-dealing; and, it was with no less 
astonishment than regret, that we saw Capt, 
Markham bring forward the story relative 
to Sir Thomas ‘lroubridge, who, besides his 
being of the Shelburne school, and belonging 
to the Richmond-Park ministry, has a cha- 
| racter for bravery quite sufficient to sheltor 
him from the malignant insinuations of the 
losers in ‘Change Alley —We have read the 
letter of Sir Thomas's agent, and have heard 
Captain Markhamsead the affidavit of the 
same person, to both which documents We, 
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pletely cleared; but yet, for this brave gen- 
tleman's own sake, as well as for that of the 
service, to which he has the honour to be- 
long, we could have wished, that the power 
ef attorney, in virtue of which the stock was 
sold, had been produced. ‘{its instrument, 
we are told, stil] exists, and, as its date wili, 
at once, put the matter to rest, we do wish 
that Sir Thomas, or some one of his friends, 
would move for its production. It was ex- 
tremely unfortunate, too, that Captain 
Markham did not provide some one to se- 
cand bis motion for ax ingury. The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, worthy soul! did, 
indeed, most ably support all that Captain 
Markham had advanced, but the good man, 
in giving way to the warmth of his friend- 
6hip, forgot the routine part of the business, 
aad actually sat down after having seconded 
very thing but the motion! This omission 
was, too, the more untoward, when the 
fate of Sir William EF ]ford’s motion and the 
Adimiraliy comments thereon were recol- 
fected. Sir Wilham's motion, which was 
for an inguiry into the conduct of Mr. 
Marshall of Plymouth, was not seconded ; 
aod this was regarded by the Admiralty and 
the newspapers as a proof of bis guilt. Far 
be it from us to to apply this mode of judg- 
ing to Sir Thomas Lroubridge; but, we can- 
not help Jamenting, that the motion was not 
seconded.—— We shall return to this sub- 
ject another time, for we are extremely an- 
xious, that not a shadow of suspicion should 
remain. lor our own parts we are perfectly 
Salisticd ; but we again beg leave to recom- 
mend, that the public may be informed of 
the date of the tower of attorney. If it shall 
appear, as we doubt not it will, that this 
Instrument was signed, Jefore the armament 
was resolved on in Council, or even before 
the Lords of the Admiralty had any intima. 
tion of it, then will the base calumniators 
be silenced, which we are much afraid they 
will not by any other means. 5 
Mititia.— A bill is now laid before the 
House of Commons for the purpose of 
. more speedily and effectually completing 
the esiablishment of officers in the militia 
“ of Great Britain.”—As the debates on this 
bill have given rise to some very malignant 
ansinuations in the Morning Post of Thurs- 
day last, as well as to some gallery clap-traps 
elsewhere, we think ourselves called upon 
to make a few remarks on the subject; not 
so much, however, for the purpose of show- 
ing the evil tendency ofthe measure as for 
that of exposing the inconsistency of those 


who are endeavouring to throw an unmerit- 
ed odium oo the 


hhas been opposed, and through whose means 


gentiemen, by whom it 
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of course, give implicit credit, and we 
snust, therefore, regard Sir Thomas as com- 
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a considerable ‘modification of it has beey 
obtained.—The ministers, Goascious of Ge. 
serving the severe reproaches of the country, 
for the whole of their conduct at, and sinc. 
the peace, but particularly for that part of 
which relates to their disarming, disembody- 
ing, disbanding, and dismantling system 


at, 


by which they thought to have secured tie 
never-ending applauses of the ignorant mul- 
titude, are now seeking for occasions to 
stifle those reproaches in their birth, by 
accusing their opponents of a desire to re- 
tard the restoration of the army and the na- 
vy. The measures they have brought for- 
ward relative to the militia both in Great 
Britain and in Ireland, are, to say the leas: 
of them, of a tendency extremely injurious 
to the military service of the kingdom; but, 
every objection made to these measures, 
every fear or doubt with regard to their et- 
fect, and, indeed, every suggestion, how- 
ever, mildly and amicably offered, not im« 
plicitly coinciding with the projects of men, 
whose ignorance is universally admitted, is 
met by the imputation of a wish to disheart- 
en the people and to obstruct the measures 
necessary for national defence.—This excellent 
mode of obviating the ineonveniencics of 
discussion has been tried to its utmost, on 
the present occasion, with what degree o! 
truth and of justice we shall, in a few worcs, 
endeavour to enable our readers to judge.— 
The bill in question enables persons, not 
having qualifications of landed or pecuniary 
property, to be officers of militia, “There 
are various modifications as to the rank, 
manner of admission, &c. &c. but this is tue 
regulation simply stated, it does enable u"- 
qualified persons to be officers in the militia 
service of England. Lord Folkestone object 
ed to it, principally upon the ground, '%t 
it tended to’ keep the nobility and gen''y 
out of the militia, and, at the same time, 10 
injure, in various ways, the regular service. 
This was immediately laid hold of by © 
Secretary at War, who expressed his o’ 
nishment at what had fallen from the n0d'° 
Lord, and also by Mr. sheridan, who ob- 
served, that the young nobility and geal!) 
would do better to go into the militia thea 
to follow their bounds. ‘This brilliant say 
which caught “ a Joud ery of bear! bear! 
Was not, to say the truth, much to the pout, 
and his Lordship might certainly bave sf 
served, that the sports of the field were f 
as wholesome and as honourable, full as likely 
to strengthen the frame and: ennoble ihe 
mind, as the various pleasures of the theatre 
or the gaming-house. To the astonishment 
of the Secretary at War, who brought in tbe 
bill, his Lordship had still a better Fep'?’ 
to wit; that the bill, then bi th 

was, aS far as it-went, in 
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tion to the complete code of militia law, 
which was passed by the parliament no 
Jonger ago than the 20th of June last, and 
which was framed and brought forward by 
the Secretary at War himseit! That code, 
which fills up nearly a hundred pages of the 
statute-book, begins with these words : 
<< Whereas a respectable military force, un- 
« der the command of officers POS3iSSING 
“ LANDED PROPERTY, Within Great Bri- 
tain, is essential to the constitution.” It then 
proceeds to state, that great disorder and 
innovation have crept into the militia system,; 
after which it enumerates the several militia 
acts in existence, and repeals them all, for 
the purpose of substituting a well-digested 
permanent code, the very basis of which is, 
that every commissioned officer shall have a 
gualification in property. What gentleinan, 
then, especially a gentleman who had as- 
sisted in passing this “ well-digested per- 
«* manent code,” could be expected to give, 
without hesitation, his consent to a bill, 
which struck at the very foundation of it? 
And, with what degree of consistency, of 
common respect, or of common lecency, 
could he be reproached for that hesitation, 
by the very person, who, only eight months 
ago, had digested, drawn up, and procured 
to be passed, that permanent code? “ But, 
* the necessity of the times!” The neces- 
sity of the times may be great, but, with re- 
gard to the militia, it merely calls them out, 
and, if the “ well-digested permanent code” 
be insufficient for that purpose, what is 
the use of it? Why does it swell out the 
statute book? Why were some hundreds of 
pounds expended in the printing of it? And 
why were the two Houses of the last Par- 
liament compelled to waste upon it go many 
of those hours, which might otherwise have 
been devoted to the diverting speeches of 
“Ir, Sheridan or to the bills about ‘ pigeons’ 
and rabbits’ dung * ?” This code makes a 
fine figure in the rolls of Parliament, and ia 
“uc printing-office of Mr, Strahan; but the 
menos It is to be acted upon, away it goes, 
ry all the « landed property,” and “ the 
_ onstitation” along with it. It was, it 
Pe po = Ae for show, like fea- 
those baaltacral vel gens a a 
sing 00 vs 1 the soldiers describe as 
trhith cn ant sig teed none for fghé,".and 
tos basis Th thrown aside prey aratory 
-——ihe Secretary of Wa, aware 


of the force of 
these argaments attenspred 
to meet them / 
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“ this very same measure .it was, which 
** your code was principally intended /o pre- 
“ vent im future!” But, besides this, the pree 
cedent was by no means in point. During 
the war, the men of the militia were sud- 
denly doubled in number, which created an 
absolute necessity of admitting unqualified 
officers; whereas no augmentation of the 
militia has now taken place; its strength is 
as it was fixed by the ‘* well-digested per- 
“ manent code.” The precedent was, 
therefore, totally inapplicable to the case, 
and the objections of Lord Folkestone still 
remain to be answered by something better 
than a cry of ‘ disheartening the people,” by 
which cry, we trast, his Lordship is not to 
be deterred from a discharge of that duty, 
which demands a strict examination into 
every measure proposed by those men, whose 
inconsistent and wavering conduct has, even 
according to their own acknowledgment, 
already brought their country into imminent 
danger, and who have the modesty to plead 
that very danger as a title to unlimited con- 
fidence, 

Creating Dsesponpency.—This is the 
charge, which the ministry now prefer 
against all those, who attempt to awaken 
the country toa sense of its danger. ‘Their 
object isevident enough; for, if the danger 
of the country be so great as we, for in- 
stance, affirm it is, the fault must be in the 
ministers, and, therefore, it is very natural 
for them to decry every thing tending to 
establish our position, ‘Ihe nation, too, has 
a feeling of somewhat the same sort: it is 
conscious of having, in some degree, par- 
ticipated in the measure, which has so 
speedily brought it to the brink of destruc- 
tion, and to the dreadful effects of which it 
would fain: shut its eyes. ‘Thus both the 
ministry and the people have adopted the 
sentiments and the language of the perverse 
and degenerate Israelites; ‘* they say to the 
“ seers, see not; and to the prophets, 
“* prophesy not unto us right things; speak 
“ unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits.” 
This folly and timidity are represented by the 
prophet Isaiah as a symptom of that baseness, 
which was to produce, and which finally did 
produce, first the captivity and afterwards 


the dispersion of the Jewish nation; and, in 


spite of the cuckoo cry of “‘ creating de- 
spondency,” we give itas our settled opinion, 
that, unless a very important and speedy 
change takes place in this kingdom, the Jews 
will not be the only people without a coun- 
try. —-—“' Jf the blind lead the blind, both 
«shall fall into the ditch.” It has always 
been our maxim, that the country cannot 
be saved, without being fully apprized of all 


the its situation, and of all the 


‘culties it has to encounter. This maxim 
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we laid down at the very outset of those la- 
bours which, since the signature of the pre- 
liminaries, we have so unremittingly pur- 
sued:—‘* It requires no very great degree 
« of penetration to discover, that your Lord- 
ship would gladly draw a veil cver these 
« scandalous occurrences; nor should | 
« have much objection to follow your ex- 
“ ample, were I not well persuaded, that 
“ every attempt to disguise our stivation will 
“ only tend to accelerate the consummation of 
“one ruin.” *—Despondency, indeed !— 
Are we the people that despond? We, 
who would have continued the war, and 
repeat our opinion that 
it ought immediately to be renewed, as the 
only ineans of regaining the confidence of 
the world? We do not doubt of the means 
but of the wi/! of the nation. Our appre- 
hensions are not positive but conditional : 
if the government and the people will do 
what they are able, we triumph ; if they will 
not, we sink, we become the slaves of 


who weekly 


France, and our very same ts blotted ont. | 


Do we create despondency, then, or do we 
animate to exerlion and to patriotic .sacri- 
fices? ‘* Aye, there’s the rab!" We call 








for exertion and for sacrifices; and, therefore, | 


it is that we create despondency in the 
minds of all those, who, to the making of 
that exertion and those sacrifices, prefer the 
** sounding brass and tinkling cymbal” of 
Mr. Sheridan's speeches. ——But we “ ex- 
pose the eveakness of the country.” On the 
contrary, we say it is yet strong; that it yet 
possesses the means not of paltry cowardly 
cefensive, but of offensive war. We cease not 
to urge, that “ another war, a successful 
ear against Franee,” is the means, and the 
only means, of recovering our lost reputa- 
tion, and of reviving that confidence in our 
military and naval strength, which is abso- 
lutely necessary to our pecuniary credit. 
This charge of “ exposing the weakness cf 
the couutry” is a most convenient subter- 
tuge for the ministers and their timid fol- 
lowers. It is not the weakness of the coun- 
try, but thei* weakness, or wickedness, which 
we expose. We have said, and we say even 
now, that there are not sir ships of the line 
Jit for sea; but, do we thereby say, or insi- 
nuate, that the country is unable to put out 
more, and that there might not have been 
Jifty ready for sea, under Lords Chatham or 
Spencer? We accuse Mr. Addington of de- 
ceiving, grossly and shamefully deceiving 
the nation, in promising to have “ £/ty 
ships of the line ready, in a month, in case 


* Letters to Lord Hawkesbury, pr 4. 
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of emergency,” when he cannot now say, 
after a month of preparation, that he has 
six ready for sea. That this emergency exists 
no one can doubt, because the militia js 
called out, and the law says, that it shall not 
be called out, except in case of internal com:- 
motion, or of invasion, or imminent danger of 
invasion, ‘There is no internal commotion, 
therefore his Majesty’s ministers tell the 
country that there is imminent danger of 
invasion: this is a case of emergency ; and, 
shall we, because we expose the ignorance, 
or the duplicity of the minister, be accused 
of exposing the weakness of the country? 
If so, the silence and forbearance of a poli- 
tical writer must ever bear a direct propor- 
tion to the magnitude of the mischief to 
be apprehended from the measures of ihe 
government! A doctrine too monstrously 
absurd to be maintained even by the candid 
tribe, who are attempting to support the 
present crazy and destructive ‘ machine.” 
“* The Morning Post of Thursday last says: 

“ The disheartening picture Mr. Wind- 
“ ham daily draws of the situation of this 
“ country, may encourage the French to mate 
« qar.” As if the French did not hiow 
the situation of the country! But, let us 
now hear the “ consolatory Janguage of 
“ this same paper :"— Jf the time for 
‘such a struggle [a struggle between 
France and Ergiand) should arrive, Eng- 
“ Jand must defend herself by REVOLU- 
“ TIONARY MEANS, like those to swbich 
France resorted when she was attacked by 
all Europe. The purse and the person of 
every man in France are within the grasp 
of the present French Government, and 
it is only by the uncontrouled use of them 
that Buonaparté can effect his purposes. 
“ Should England be seriously threatened 
“ with invasion, our own government must 
be invested with the same powers! 1!!!" — 
And this is the language of consolation. 
This is the opinion of that paper, whica 
reviles Mr. Windham for “ desbeartemng 
ibe couniry!—We must close.—We leave 
the reader to make a comparison between 
our sentiments and those of this high-spiti(- 
ed print. 
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